Biological Bases of Behavior, PSB 3002/001C 12899 (Dr. Taft)
Summer C 2004, ES 104, Davie Campus

Wednesdays, 7:00-10:10pm
Instructor:
Dr. Janna Taft. Email: jtaft@fau.edu Office hours: 6-7 p.m. Wednesdays or by appointment, 
Office: Education & Science 272. Course information at www.fau.edu/~jtaft/brains.htm
Text:

Physiology of Behavior by Neil Carlson, Allyn and Bacon (8th Edition), 2004. The Study Guide and/or Computerized Study Guide are highly recommended.

Objectives:
This course is intended to present and introduce the fundamental biological principles of psychobiology to undergraduate students. The first part of the course emphasizes the nature of physiological psychology (Chapter 1) and methodology used in psychobiology research (Chapter 5).  The next part of the course will focus on a survey of the structure and functions of cells of the nervous system (Chapter 2), structure of the central and peripheral nervous systems (Chapter 3), and neurotransmitter systems and psychopharmacology (Chapter 4).   The last part of the course will cover sensory systems and vision (Chapter 6), namely audition, vestibular and somatosensory systems as well as the chemical senses (Chapter 7), motor systems and the control of movement (Chapter 8).  Time permitting, there will be a discussion of brain impairments such as memory loss (Chapter 14) and/or mental or anxiety disorders (Chapter 16/17). Students are required to read the text and strongly recommended to attend lectures (for snippets of information about exams).

Assessment:
Grading will be based on three (3) exams, one multiple-choice midterm, one take-home midterm exam, and a cumulative multiple-choice final exam.  The best two out of three exam scores will be used to compute the final course grade.

Course Policy: Students are expected to read the text and to attend all classes and tests.   Each  exam  will   be 


preceded by a lecture period devoted to review and followed by a lecture period devoted to reviewing the exam. No extra credit assignments or make-up exams will be given. An incomplete grade (I) will not be given in lieu of a D or F.

Exams:
Exams will be announced in class two weeks prior and also posted on the website within a week



of the exam.  Grades will be posted on the website and provided in class one week after each 



exam. 

Midterm 1   
-
June 2004 (Chapters 2, 3, & 4) Tentative
Midterm 2   
-
July 2004 (Chapters 6, 7, & 8) Tentative DUE Date
Final Exam 
-
August 2004 (Cumulative-all material) 

Note:

It is recommended that students complete an introductory biology course such as Biological Principles (BSC 1010), Life Science (BSC 1005), or Anatomy and Physiology I & II (BSC 2085/6) prior to enrollment in this course. Students who have not taken introductory biology courses may have difficulty with the course material because much of the course content relies on fundamental biological principles. Students who have not taken such courses or their equivalent should examine the text to determine whether or not they are adequately prepared for this course.
