National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
AS AMENDED

This Act became law on October 15, 1966 (Public Law 89-665, October 15, 1966; 16 U.S.C.
470 et seq.). Since enactment, there have been 22 amendments. This description of the
Act, as amended, follows the language of the United States Code except that (in common
usage) we refer to the “Act” (meaning the Act, as amended) rather than to the “subchap-
ter” or the “title” of the Code. This description also excludes some of the notes found in
the Code as well as those sections of the amendments dealing with completed reports.

16 U.S.C. 470, Section 1

Short title of the Act,

Congressional finding (a) This Act may be cited as the “National Historic
and declaration of policy Preservation Act.”

16 U.S.C. 470(b), (b) The Congress finds and declares that—

Purpose of the Act . . . .
(1) the spirit and direction of the Nation are founded

upon and reflected in its historic heritage;

(2) the historical and cultural foundations of the
Nation should be preserved as a living part of our com-
munity life and development in order to give a sense of
orientation to the American people;

(3) historic properties significant to the Nation’s heri-
tage are being lost or substantially altered, often inadver-
tently, with increasing frequencys;

(4) the preservation of this irreplaceable heritage is in
the public interest so that its vital legacy of cultural, edu-
cational, aesthetic, inspirational, economic, and energy
benefits will be maintained and enriched for future gen-
erations of Americans;

(5) in the face of ever-increasing extensions of urban
centers, highways, and residential, commercial, and
industrial developments, the present governmental and
nongovernmental historic preservation programs and
activities are inadequate to insure future generations a
genuine opportunity to appreciate and enjoy the rich
heritage of our Nation;

(6) the increased knowledge of our historic resources,
the establishment of better means of identifying and admin-
istering them, and the encouragement of their preservation
will improve the planning and execution of Federal and
federally assisted projects and will assist economic growth
and development; and
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(7) although the major burdens of historic preserva-
tion have been borne and major efforts initiated by
private agencies and individuals, and both should con-
tinue to play a vital role, it is nevertheless necessary and
appropriate for the Federal Government to accelerate
its historic preservation programs and activities, to give
maximum encouragement to agencies and individuals
undertaking preservation by private means, and to assist
State and local governments and the National Trust for
Historic Preservation in the United States to expand
and accelerate their historic preservation programs and
activities.

16 U.S.C. 470-1, Section 2
Declaration of policy of

the Federal Government It shall be the policy of the Federal Government, in
cooperation with other nations and in partnership with
the States, local governments, Indian tribes, and private
organizations and individuals to—

(1) use measures, including financial and technical
assistance, to foster conditions under which our mod-
ern society and our prehistoric and historic resources
can exist in productive harmony and fulfill the social,
economic, and other requirements of present and future
generations;

(2) provide leadership in the preservation of the pre-
historic and historic resources of the United States and
of the international community of nations and in the
administration of the national preservation program in
partnership with States, Indian tribes, Native Hawaiians,
and local governments;

(3) administer federally owned, administered, or con-
trolled prehistoric and historic resources in a spirit of
stewardship for the inspiration and benefit of present
and future generations;

(4) contribute to the preservation of nonfederally
owned prehistoric and historic resources and give maxi-
mum encouragement to organizations and individuals
undertaking preservation by private means;

(5) encourage the public and private preservation and
utilization of all usable elements of the Nation’s historic
built environment; and
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16 U.S.C. 4704, Historic
preservation programs

16 U.S.C. 470a(a),
National Register of
Historic Places, expan-
sion and maintenance,
regulations, etc.

National Historic
Landmarks designation

(6) assist State and local governments, Indian tribes
and Native Hawaiian organizations and the National
Trust for Historic Preservation in the United States to
expand and accelerate their historic preservation pro-
grams and activities.

Title I, Historic Preservation Programs
Section 101

(a)(1)(A) The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
expand and maintain a National Register of Historic
Places composed of districts, sites, buildings, structures,
and objects significant in American history, architecture,
archaeology, engineering, and culture. Notwithstanding
section 1125(c) of Title 15 [of the U.S. Code], buildings and
structures on or eligible for inclusion on the National
Register of Historic Places (either individually or as part
of a historic district), or designated as an individual land-
mark or as a contributing building in a historic district by
a unit of State or local government, may retain the name
historically associated with the building or structure.

(B) Properties meeting the criteria for National
Historic Landmarks established pursuant to paragraph (2)
shall be designated as “National Historic Landmarks” and
included on the National Register, subject to the require-
ments of paragraph (6). All historic properties included
on the National Register on December 12, 1980 [the date
of enactment of the National Historic Preservation Act
Amendments of 1980], shall be deemed to be included
on the National Register as of their initial listing for
purposes of this Act. All historic properties listed in the
Federal Register of February 6, 1979, as “National Historic
Landmarks” or thereafter prior to the effective date of
this Act are declared by Congress to be National Historic
Landmarks of national historic significance as of their
initial listing as such in the Federal Register for purposes
of this Act and the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666)

[16 U.S.C. 461 to 467]; except that in cases of National
Historic Landmark districts for which no boundaries have
been established, boundaries must first be published in
the Federal Register.
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Criteria for National
Register and National
Historic Landmarks and
regulations

Nominations to the
National Register

(2) The Secretary in consultation with national his-
torical and archaeological associations, shall establish
or revise criteria for properties to be included on the
National Register and criteria for National Historic
Landmarks, and shall also promulgate or revise regula-
tions as may be necessary for—

(A) nominating properties for inclusion in, and
removal from, the National Register and the recommen-
dation of properties by certified local governments;

(B) designating properties as National Historic
Landmarks and removing such designation;

(C) considering appeals from such recommenda-
tions, nominations, removals, and designations (or any
failure or refusal by a nominating authority to nominate
or designate);

(D) nominating historic properties for inclusion in
the World Heritage List in accordance with the terms of
the Convention concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage;

(E) making determinations of eligibility of proper-
ties for inclusion on the National Register; and

(F) notifying the owner of a property, any appro-
priate local governments, and the general public, when
the property is being considered for inclusion on the
National Register, for designation as a National Historic
Landmark or for nomination to the World Heritage List.

(3) Subject to the requirements of paragraph (6), any
State which is carrying out a program approved under
subsection (b) of this section, shall nominate to the Sec-
retary properties which meet the criteria promulgated
under subsection (a) of this section for inclusion on the
National Register. Subject to paragraph (6), any prop-
erty nominated under this paragraph or under section
11o(a)(2) of this Act shall be included on the National
Register on the date forty-five days after receipt by the
Secretary of the nomination and the necessary documen-
tation, unless the Secretary disapproves such nomination
within such forty-five day period or unless an appeal is
filed under paragraph (5).
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Nominations from
individuals and local
governments

Appeals of nominations

Owner participation in
nomination process

(4) Subject to the requirements of paragraph (6) the
Secretary may accept a nomination directly from any
person or local government for inclusion of a property
on the National Register only if such property is located
in a State where there is no program approved under
subsection (b) of this section. The Secretary may include
on the National Register any property for which such a
nomination is made if he determines that such property
is eligible in accordance with the regulations promul-
gated under paragraph (2). Such determination shall be
made within ninety days from the date of the nomination
unless the nomination is appealed under paragraph (5).

(5) Any person or local government may appeal to
the Secretary a nomination of any historic property for
inclusion on the National Register and may appeal to
the Secretary the failure or refusal of a nominating auth-
ority to nominate a property in accordance with this
subsection.

(6) The Secretary shall promulgate regulations requir-
ing that before any property or district may be included
on the National Register or designated as a National
Historic Landmark, the owner or owners of such prop-
erty, or a majority of the owners of the properties within
the district in the case of an historic district, shall be
given the opportunity (including a reasonable period of
time) to concur in, or object to, the nomination of the
property or district for such inclusion or designation.

If the owner or owners of any privately owned property,
or a majority of the owners of such properties within

the district in the case of an historic district, object to
such inclusion or designation, such property shall not

be included on the National Register or designated as a
National Historic Landmark until such objection is with-
drawn. The Secretary shall review the nomination of the
property or district where any such objection has been
made and shall determine whether or not the property or
district is eligible for such inclusion or designation, and if
the Secretary determines that such property or district is
eligible for such inclusion or designation, he shall inform
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Regulations for curation,
documentation, and
local government certi-
fication

Review threats to eligi-
ble and listed properties
and recommend action

the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the
appropriate State Historic Preservation Officer, the
appropriate chief elected local official and the owner

or owners of such property, of his determination. The
regulations under this paragraph shall include provisions
to carry out the purposes of this paragraph in the case of
multiple ownership of a single property.

(7) The Secretary shall promulgate, or revise,
regulations—

(A) ensuring that significant prehistoric and his-
toric artifacts, and associated records, subject to section
110 of this Act [16 U.S.C. 470h-2], the Act of June 27,
1960 (16 U.S.C. 469c), and the Archaeological Resources
Protection Act of 1979 (16 U.S.C. 470aa and following)
are deposited in an institution with adequate long-term
curatorial capabilities;

(B) establishing a uniform process and standards
for documenting historic properties by public agencies
and private parties for purposes of incorporation into, or
complementing, the national historical architectural and
engineering records within the Library of Congress; and

(C) certifying local governments, in accordance
with subsection (c)(1) of this section and for the alloca-
tion of funds pursuant to section 103(c) of this Act [16
U.S.C. 470c(c)].

(8) The Secretary shall, at least once every 4 years, in
consultation with the Council and with State Historic
Preservation Officers, review significant threats to
properties included in, or eligible for inclusion on, the
National Register, in order to—

(A) determine the kinds of properties that may be
threatened,;

(B) ascertain the causes of the threats; and

(C) develop and submit to the President and
Congress recommendations for appropriate action.
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16 U.S.C. 470a(b),
State Historic
Preservation Programs

Designation of the State
Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO)

Designation of the State
Review Board

Review of State pro-
grams

(b)(1) The Secretary, in consultation with the National
Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers
and the National Trust for Historic Preservation, shall
promulgate or revise regulations for State Historic
Preservation Programs. Such regulations shall provide
that a State program submitted to the Secretary under
this section shall be approved by the Secretary if he
determines that the program—

(A) provides for the designation and appoint-
ment by the Governor of a “State Historic Preservation
Officer” to administer such program in accordance with
paragraph (3) and for the employment or appointment by
such officer of such professionally qualified staff as may
be necessary for such purposes;

(B) provides for an adequate and qualified State his-
toric preservation review board designated by the State
Historic Preservation Officer unless otherwise provided
for by State law; and

(C) provides for adequate public participation in
the State Historic Preservation Program, including the
process of recommending properties for nomination to
the National Register.

(2)(A) Periodically, but not less than every 4 years after
the approval of any State program under this subsection,
the Secretary, in consultation with the Council on the
appropriate provisions of this Act, and in cooperation
with the State Historic Preservation Officer, shall evalu-
ate the program to determine whether it is consistent
with this Act.

(B) If, at any time, the Secretary determines that a
major aspect of a State program is not consistent with
this Act, the Secretary shall disapprove the program and
suspend in whole or in part any contracts or coopera-
tive agreements with the State and the State Historic
Preservation Officer under this Act, until the program is
consistent with this Act, unless the Secretary determines
that the program will be made consistent with this Act
within a reasonable period of time.
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SHPO responsibilities

(C) The Secretary, in consultation with State
Historic Preservation Officers, shall establish oversight
methods to ensure State program consistency and qual-
ity without imposing undue review burdens on State
Historic Preservation Officers.

(D) At the discretion of the Secretary, a State system
of fiscal audit and management may be substituted for
comparable Federal systems so long as the State system—

(i) establishes and maintains substantially similar
accountability standards; and

(ii) provides for independent professional peer
review.

The Secretary may also conduct periodic fiscal audits
of State programs approved under this section as needed
and shall ensure that such programs meet applicable
accountability standards.

(3) It shall be the responsibility of the State Historic
Preservation Officer to administer the State Historic
Preservation Program and to—

(A) in cooperation with Federal and State agencies,
local governments, and private organizations and indi-
viduals, direct and conduct a comprehensive statewide
survey of historic properties and maintain inventories of
such properties;

(B) identify and nominate eligible properties to the
National Register and otherwise administer applications
for listing historic properties on the National Register;

(C) prepare and implement a comprehensive state-
wide historic preservation plan;

(D) administer the State program of Federal assis-
tance for historic preservation within the State;

(E) advise and assist, as appropriate, Federal and
State agencies and local governments in carrying out
their historic preservation responsibilities;
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Arrangements with non-
profit organizations

Approval of existing
programs

(F) cooperate with the Secretary, the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation, and other Federal
and State agencies, local governments, and organiza-
tions and individuals to ensure that historic properties
are taken into consideration at all levels of planning and
development;

(G) provide public information, education, and
training, and technical assistance in historic preserva-
tion;

(H) cooperate with local governments in the devel-
opment of local historic preservation programs and assist
local governments in becoming certified pursuant to sub-
section (c) of this section;

(I) consult with the appropriate Federal agencies in
accordance with this Act on—

(i) Federal undertakings that may affect historic
properties; and

(ii) the content and sufficiency of any plans
developed to protect, manage, or to reduce or mitigate
harm to such properties; and

(J) advise and assist in the evaluation of proposals
for rehabilitation projects that may qualify for Federal
assistance.

(4) Any State may carry out all or any part of its
responsibilities under this subsection by contract or
cooperative agreement with any qualified nonprofit
organization or educational institution.

(5) Any State historic preservation program in effect
under prior authority of law may be treated as an
approved program for purposes of this subsection until
the earlier of—

(A) the date on which the Secretary approves a pro-
gram submitted by the State under this subsection, or

(B) three years after October 30, 1992 [the date of
the enactment of the National Historic Preservation Act
Amendments of 1992].
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Contracts or cooperative
agreements with State
Historic Preservation
Officers

(6)(A) Subject to subparagraphs (C) and (D), the
Secretary may enter into contracts or cooperative agree-
ments with a State Historic Preservation Officer for any
State authorizing such Officer to assist the Secretary in
carrying out one or more of the following responsibilities
within that State—

(i) Identification and preservation of historic
properties.

(ii) Determination of the eligibility of properties
for listing on the National Register.

(iii) Preparation of nominations for inclusion on
the National Register.

(iv) Maintenance of historical and archaeological
data bases.

(v) Evaluation of eligibility for Federal preserva-
tion incentives.

Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to
provide that any State Historic Preservation Officer or
any other person other than the Secretary shall have the
authority to maintain the National Register for proper-
ties in any State.

(B) The Secretary may enter into a contract or
cooperative agreement under subparagraph (A) only if—

(i) the State Historic Preservation Officer has
requested the additional responsibility;

(ii) the Secretary has approved the State historic
preservation program pursuant to subsection (b)(1) and
(2) of this section;

(iii) the State Historic Preservation Officer agrees
to carry out the additional responsibility in a timely and
efficient manner acceptable to the Secretary and the
Secretary determines that such Officer is fully capable of
carrying out such responsibility in such manner;

(iv) the State Historic Preservation Officer agrees
to permit the Secretary to review and revise, as appro-
priate in the discretion of the Secretary, decisions made
by the Officer pursuant to such contract or cooperative
agreement; and
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16 U.S.C. 470a(c)
Certification of local
governments

Certification criteria

(v) the Secretary and the State Historic
Preservation Officer agree on the terms of additional
financial assistance to the State, if there is to be any, for
the costs of carrying out such responsibility.

(C) For each significant program area under the
Secretary’s authority, the Secretary shall establish spe-
cific conditions and criteria essential for the assumption
by State Historic Preservation Officers of the Secretary’s
duties in each such program.

(D) Nothing in this subsection shall have the effect
of diminishing the preservation programs and activities
of the National Park Service.

(c)(1) Any State program approved under this section
shall provide a mechanism for the certification by the
State Historic Preservation Officer of local governments
to carry out the purposes of this Act and provide for the
transfer, in accordance with section 103(c) of this Act

[16 U.S.C. 470c(c)], of a portion of the grants received

by the States under this Act, to such local governments.
Any local government shall be certified to participate
under the provisions of this section if the applicable State
Historic Preservation Officer, and the Secretary, certifies
that the local government—

(A) enforces appropriate State or local legislation
for the designation and protection of historic properties;

(B) has established an adequate and qualified his-
toric preservation review commission by State or local
legislation;

(C) maintains a system for the survey and inventory
of historic properties that furthers the purposes of sub-
section (b) of this section;

(D) provides for adequate public participation in
the local historic preservation program, including the
process of recommending properties for nomination to
the National Register; and

(E) satisfactorily performs the responsibilities
delegated to it under this Act.
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Participation of certified
local governments in
National Register
nominations

Where there is no approved State program, a local
government may be certified by the Secretary if he deter-
mines that such local government meets the require-
ments of subparagraphs (A) through (E); and in any such
case the Secretary may make grants-in-aid to the local
government for purposes of this section.

(2)(A) Before a property within the jurisdiction of the
certified local government may be considered by the
State to be nominated to the Secretary for inclusion on
the National Register, the State Historic Preservation
Officer shall notify the owner, the applicable chief local
elected official, and the local historic preservation com-
mission. The commission, after reasonable opportunity
for public comment, shall prepare a report as to whether
or not such property, in its opinion, meets the criteria of
the National Register. Within sixty days of notice from
the State Historic Preservation Officer, the chief local
elected official shall transmit the report of the com-
mission and his recommendation to the State Historic
Preservation Officer. Except as provided in subpara-
graph (B), after receipt of such report and recommen-
dation, or if no such report and recommendation are
received within sixty days, the State shall make the nomi-
nation pursuant to subsection (a) of this subsection. The
State may expedite such process with the concurrence of
the certified local government.

(B) If both the commission and the chief local elected
official recommend that a property not be nominated
to the National Register, the State Historic Preservation
Officer shall take no further action, unless within thirty
days of the receipt of such recommendation by the State
Historic Preservation Officer an appeal is filed with the
State. If such an appeal is filed, the State shall follow the
procedures for making a nomination pursuant to subsec-
tion (a) of this section. Any report and recommendations
made under this section shall be included with any nomi-
nation submitted by the State to the Secretary.

FEDERAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION LAWS 45



National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

Definitions

16 U.S.C. 470a(d),
Establish program and
regulations to assist
Indian tribes

(3) Any local government certified under this section
or which is making efforts to become so certified shall
be eligible for funds under the provision of section 103(c)
of this Act [16 U.S.C. 470c(c)], and shall carry out any
responsibilities delegated to it in accordance with such
terms and conditions as the Secretary deems necessary or
advisable.

(4) For the purposes of this section the term—

(A) “designation” means the identification and reg-
istration of properties for protection that meet criteria
established by the State or the locality for significant his-
toric and prehistoric resources within the jurisdiction of
a local government; and

(B) “protection” means a local review process
under State or local law for proposed demolition of,
changes to, or other action that may affect historic
properties designated pursuant to this subsection.

(d)(1)(A) The Secretary shall establish a program and
promulgate regulations to assist Indian tribes in preserv-
ing their particular historic properties. The Secretary
shall foster communication and cooperation between
Indian tribes and State Historic Preservation Officers in
the administration of the national historic preservation
program to ensure that all types of historic properties
and all public interests in such properties are given due
consideration, and to encourage coordination among
Indian tribes, State Historic Preservation Officers, and
Federal agencies in historic preservation planning and in
the identification, evaluation, protection, and interpreta-
tion of historic properties.

(B) The program under subparagraph (A) shall
be developed in such a manner as to ensure that tribal
values are taken into account to the extent feasible. The
Secretary may waive or modify requirements of this sec-
tion to conform to the cultural setting of tribal heritage
preservation goals and objectives. The tribal programs
implemented by specific tribal organizations may vary
in scope, as determined by each tribe’s chief governing
authority.
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Indian Tribes may
assume State Historic
Preservation Officer
functions

(C) The Secretary shall consult with Indian tribes,
other Federal agencies, State Historic Preservation
Officers, and other interested parties and initiate the
program under subparagraph (A) by not later than
October 1, 1994.

(2) A tribe may assume all or any part of the functions
of a State Historic Preservation Officer in accordance
with subsections (b)(2) and (b)(3) of this section, with
respect to tribal lands, as such responsibilities may be
modified for tribal programs through regulations issued
by the Secretary if—

(A) the tribe’s chief governing authority so requests;

(B) the tribe designates a tribal preservation official
to administer the tribal historic preservation program,
through appointment by the tribe’s chief governing
authority or as a tribal ordinance may otherwise provide;

(C) the tribal preservation official provides the
Secretary with a plan describing how the functions the
tribal preservation official proposes to assume will be
carried out;

(D) the Secretary determines, after consultation
with the tribe, the appropriate State Historic Preservation
Officer, the Council (if the tribe proposes to assume
the functions of the State Historic Preservation Officer
with respect to review of undertakings under section
106 of this Act), and other tribes, if any, whose tribal or
aboriginal lands may be affected by conduct of the tribal
preservation program—

(i) that the tribal preservation program is fully
capable of carrying out the functions specified in the
plan provided under subparagraph (C);

(ii) that the plan defines the remaining responsi-
bilities of the Secretary and the State Historic Preserva-
tion Officer; and
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(iii) that the plan provides, with respect to prop-
erties neither owned by a member of the tribe nor held
in trust by the Secretary for the benefit of the tribe,
at the request of the owner thereof, the State Historic
Preservation Officer, in addition to the tribal preser-
vation official, may exercise the historic preservation
responsibilities in accordance with subsections (b)(2)
and (b)(3) of this section; and

(E) based on satisfaction of the conditions stated
in subparagraphs (A), (B), (C), and (D), the Secretary
approves the plan.

(3) In consultation with interested Indian tribes,
other Native American organizations and affected State
Historic Preservation Officers, the Secretary shall estab-
lish and implement procedures for carrying out section
103(a) of this Act with respect to tribal programs that
assume responsibilities under paragraph (2).

(4) At the request of a tribe whose preservation
program has been approved to assume functions and
responsibilities pursuant to paragraph (2), the Secretary
shall enter into contracts or cooperative agreements
with such tribe permitting the assumption by the tribe of
any part of the responsibilities referred to in subsection
(b)(6) of this section on tribal land, if—

(A) the Secretary and the tribe agree on additional
financial assistance, if any, to the tribe for the costs of
carrying out such authorities;

(B) the Secretary finds that the tribal historic pres-
ervation program has been demonstrated to be sufficient
to carry out the contract or cooperative agreement and
this Act; and

(C) the contract or cooperative agreement speci-
fies the continuing responsibilities of the Secretary or of
the appropriate State Historic Preservation Officers and
provides for appropriate participation by—

(i) the tribe’s traditional cultural authorities;

(ii) representatives of other tribes whose tradi-
tional lands are under the jurisdiction of the tribe assum-
ing responsibilities; and
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Traditional religious and
cultural properties may
be eligible for listing in
the National Register

16 U.S.C. 470a(e),
Grants, grants to States

(iii) the interested public.

(5) The Council may enter into an agreement with an
Indian tribe to permit undertakings on tribal land to be
reviewed under tribal historic preservation regulations
in place of review under regulations promulgated by the
Council to govern compliance with section 106 of this
Act, if the Council, after consultation with the tribe and
appropriate State Historic Preservation Officers, deter-
mines that the tribal preservation regulations will afford
historic properties consideration equivalent to those
afforded by the Council’s regulations.

(6)(A) Properties of traditional religious and cultural
importance to an Indian tribe or Native Hawaiian orga-
nization may be determined to be eligible for inclusion
on the National Register.

(B) In carrying out its responsibilities under sec-
tion 106 of this Act, a Federal agency shall consult with
any Indian tribe or Native Hawaiian organization that
attaches religious and cultural significance to properties
described in subparagraph (A).

(C) In carrying out his or her responsibilities under
subsection (b)(3) of this section, the State Historic
Preservation Officer for the State of Hawaii shall—

(i) consult with Native Hawaiian organizations
in assessing the cultural significance of any property in
determining whether to nominate such property to the
National Register;

(ii) consult with Native Hawaiian organizations
in developing the cultural component of a preservation
program or plan for such property; and

(iii) enter into a memorandum of understanding
or agreement with Native Hawaiian organizations for the
assessment of the cultural significance of a property in
determining whether to nominate such property to the
National Register and to carry out the cultural compo-
nent of such preservation program or plan.

(e)(1) The Secretary shall administer a program of match-
ing grants to the States for the purposes of carrying out
this Act.
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Grants to the National
Trust

Direct grants for threat-
ened National Historic
Landmarks, demonstra-
tion projects, training,
and displacement
prevention

Grants or loans to Indian
tribes and non-profit
ethnic or minority orga-
nizations for preserving
cultural heritage

(2) The Secretary may administer grants to the
National Trust for Historic Preservation in the United
States, chartered by Act of Congress approved October
26, 1949 (63 Stat. 927) [16 U.S.C. 468], consistent with the
purposes of its charter and this Act.

(3)(A) In addition to the programs under paragraphs
(1) and (2), the Secretary shall administer a program of
direct grants for the preservation of properties included
on the National Register. Funds to support such program
annually shall not exceed 10 per centum of the amount
appropriated annually for the fund established under
section 108 of this Act. These grants may be made by the
Secretary, in consultation with the appropriate State
Historic Preservation Officer—

(i) for the preservation of National Historic
Landmarks which are threatened with demolition or
impairment and for the preservation of historic proper-
ties of World Heritage significance,

(ii) for demonstration projects which will pro-
vide information concerning professional methods and
techniques having application to historic properties,

(iii) for the training and development of skilled
labor in trades and crafts, and in analysis and curation,
relating to historic preservation, and

(iv) to assist persons or small businesses within
any historic district included in the National Register to
remain within the district.

(B) The Secretary may also, in consultation with the
appropriate State Historic Preservation Officer, make
grants or loans or both under this section to Indian tribes
and to nonprofit organizations representing ethnic or
minority groups for the preservation of their cultural
heritage.

(C) Grants may be made under subparagraph (A)(i)
and (iv) only to the extent that the project cannot be car-
ried out in as effective a manner through the use of an
insured loan under section 104 of this Act.
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Grants for religious
properties

Direct grants to Indian
tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations

Direct grants to
Micronesia, Marshall
Islands, and Palau

(4) Grants may be made under this subsection for the
preservation, stabilization, restoration, or rehabilitation
of religious properties listed in the National Register of
Historic Places, provided that the purpose of the grant is
secular, does not promote religion, and seeks to protect
those qualities that are historically significant. Nothing
in this paragraph shall be construed to authorize the use
of any funds made available under this section for the
acquisition of any property referred to in the preceding
sentence.

(5) The Secretary shall administer a program of direct
grants to Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions for the purpose of carrying out this Act as it per-
tains to Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations.
Matching fund requirements may be modified. Federal
funds available to a tribe or Native Hawaiian organiza-
tion may be used as matching funds for the purposes of
the tribe’s or organization’s conducting its responsibili-
ties pursuant to this section.

(6)(A) As a part of the program of matching grant
assistance from the Historic Preservation Fund to
States, the Secretary