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Upcoming
Events
Wednesday, Nov 29
Harbor Branch
Immers ion Tour |
10:30 a .m. [More info] 
 
Wednesday, Dec 13
Ocean Science Lecture
Series: "The Role of
Oceanic Eddies and
Fronts in Removing
Organic Carbon From
the Surface Ocean"
|Presented by
Mel i s sa  Omand,
Univers i ty of Rhode
Is land Graduate
School  of
Oceanography | FAU
Harbor Branch | 4:00
p.m. [More info] 

FAU Harbor Branch Assists with Sperm
Whale Stranding

FAU Harbor Branch assisted in the stranding of a young sperm whale on
Wednesday, November 15. The whale beached itself near the Juno Beach
Pier Wednesday afternoon and died after being sedated during the rescue.
The calf was too young to have been without its mother and no adults
were seen offshore. The whale was brought back to FAU Harbor Branch
where a necropsy was completed. The goal is to use the data that's
collected to help prevent future strandings. 

Thanks to FAU Harbor Branch staff: Wendy Marks, Adam Schaefer, Steve
Burton, Dr. Annie Page-Karjian, Jessie Stevens and Dr. Laurie Alexio; FAU
Volunteers: Sarah Cielinski and Amanda Hudon and FAU Graduate
Students: Danielle Ingle, Cameron Luck and Grace Roskar.

Special thanks to Harbor Branch's marine mammal rescue partners: Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), MARS Stranding group,
Juno Beach Pier Ocean Safety and the Loggerhead Marinelife Center. 

Stranding response, care and research of Florida whales is supported by
funds from the Protect Florida Whales specialty license plate.

Research

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xocxoh8ab.0.0.i5oogdmab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http://fau.edu/hboi/community/immersiontours.php
http://files.constantcontact.com/8cb37660301/94d77fb7-6f38-4d42-bcd6-6b9e8cc7bb79.pdf
http://bit.ly/SLPHBOI


FAU Harbor Branch and Scientists from South Africa
Team Up on Study to Save Endangered African Penguins

FAU Harbor Branch's Adam
Schaefer, M.P.H. is an author on
a paper recently published in
the Journal of Wildlife Diseases.
The research, performed in
partnership with the Southern
African Foundation for the
Conservation of Coastal Birds, is
a first-of-its-kind study on
prognostic health indicators in
African Penguins that will
provide invaluable information
to preserve and rehabilitate
them. 
With less than 25,000 breeding

pairs in existence today, it is an uphill battle for the African Penguin, which calls South Africa home.
Competition with fisheries, oil spills, climate change, diseases and predators are all contributing
factors in their dramatic population decline, which has been as high as 80 percent in some South
African colonies. Until now, limited data existed on the factors contributing to their successful
rehabilitation. 

Read the press release here and the journal article here.

Nekolny Research Paper
Publishes in Current Zoology

Samantha Nekolny, FAU Harbor Branch Photo
ID Research Assistant, was an author on a
paper published in Current Zoology. The paper is
titled "Effects of study area size on home range
estimates of common bottlenose
dolphins Tursiops truncatus.

Read the full paper here.

Lapointe Publishes Paper in
Harmful Algae

Brian Lapointe recently published a paper
in Harmful Algae entitled, "Septic systems
contribute to nutrient pollution and harmful
algal blooms in the St. Lucie Estuary, Southeast
Florida, USA."

Read the full article here.

Cruise Report Available for joint Cuba-U.S. Expedition

A cruise report for this summer's joint Cuba-U.S. Expedition is now
available.

http://www.fau.edu/newsdesk/articles/african-penguin-study.php
http://www.jwildlifedis.org/doi/abs/10.7589/2017-06-146?code=wdas-site
https://academic.oup.com/cz/article/doi/10.1093/cz/zox049/4082927
http://files.constantcontact.com/8cb37660301/91137c5b-a96b-40d3-a827-71b55a5c2824.pdf


Lead by the Cooperative Institute of Ocean Exploration, Research,
and Technology at HBOI-FAU, the cruise provides, for the first time,
data on the extent and health of mesophotic coral reefs around the
entire coast of Cuba, covering nearly 2,778 km (1,500 nmi). The
research cruise is of special significance to understanding the
distribution of the deep reefs and the basic oceanographic, biological
and ecological processes that take place in MCEs around Cuba and at
local and regional levels. The cruise report provides a preliminary
overview of the oceanography, habitats, geomorphology,

biozonation, biodiversity, and health of these reefs.

Further analyses of the specimens, along with quantitative analyses of the video and photo data,
will allow a more precise characterization of the diversity and relative abundance of the mesophotic
communities of Cuba, as well as a better understanding of the connectivity of Cuban reefs with the
Sister Sanctuaries in the U.S. and elsewhere in the Caribbean. Also these data may lead to
expanding or adding new Marine Protected Areas. In addition, Appendix 6 provides a detailed
characterization of each dive site which will provide benchmark data for comparisons with future
studies and the effects of climate change.

Read the full paper here. Click here to view the caption for the above image.

Events

Graduate Student Bob Halstead
Attends Workshop in Japan

FAU Harbor Branch graduate student Bob
Halstead is currently attending a conference in
Japan on advances in Japanese eel culture. As a
graduate student, Bob is working on the
Bonefish & Tarpon Trust sponsored Bonefish
Restoration Research Project. For the past two
and a half weeks he has been working side-by-
side with eel farmers and researchers to learn
eel culture methods first hand.

Japanese eels, like Bonefish, have an unusual
larval cycle that include a leptocephalus larvae.
FAU Harbor Branch was invited to send Bob to
Japan by one of their preeminent researchers,
Katsumi Tsukamoto of the Laboratory of Eel
Science at Nihon University, as a first step in
establishing a collaborative relationship to study
reproductive and evolutionary biology of the
fishes in the superorder Elopomorpha. 

FAU Harbor Branch NSF REU
Scholar Presents at a 2017 NSF
EEC Grantees Conference

Sophie Waxenberg, a 2017 National Science
Foundation’s Research Experience for
Undergraduates
(NSF REU) (SNMREC Site) Scholar, was one of
ten Engineering Education and Centers (EEC)
REU students selected to attend and present at
the 2017 NSF EEC Grantees Conference. Each
EEC REU Site was allowed to nominate one
student for this opportunity.

Sophie participated in the REU program at
Harbor Branch where her ten-week project
focused on research related to a novel
underwater LiDAR imaging instrument
developed at the Ocean Visibility and Optics
Laboratory at FAU Harbor Branch. The multi-
year project, Unobtrusive Multi-static Serial
LiDAR Imager is funded by the US Department
of Energy.
 
More information on the SNMREC REU can be

https://data.nodc.noaa.gov/coris/library/NOAA/Non-CRCP/Corals/Reed2017_Cuba_Cruise_Report_ROV_Surveys.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/8cb37660301/2ddeb003-5cdd-466c-add6-9f292329649e.pdf
http://coet.fau.edu/
https://eecconference.asee.org/


found here.

View a PDF of this newsletter here.

STAY CONNECTED

      

http://www.fau.edu/research/dor-hboi/reu-ocean-current-home.php
http://files.constantcontact.com/8cb37660301/8e92e5d7-8971-4b2b-a072-f392cfc15be3.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HarborBranch/
https://twitter.com/HarborBranch
https://www.instagram.com/harborbranch/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/75115

