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Degree Requirements
The faculty in the College may recommend the Doctor of Philosophy with Major in Nursing degree when the student
has met the following requirements:

1. The candidate must complete 60, credits beyond the master's degree, to include at least 45 credits in required and
approved coursework and at least 15 credits of dissertation work.

2. The 45 credits of required and approved coursework prior to dissertation include 9 credits of theory core, 15 credits
of research core, §,credits of advanced statistics beyond the required prerequisite course, 9 credits in the nursing
concentration core and doctoral seminag,_3,credits in cognate courses that complement the student's research focus
area, at, 3 credits of doctoral pre-candidacy study.
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3. The 3 credits of cognate coursework must be approved by an advisor. These credits must be taken in another \{

discipline focusing on dissertation-related content.

4, The candidate must successfully complete the qualifying comprehensive examination at the end of all coursework
during the doctoral pre-candidacy study course period. This examination will offer the student the opportunity to show
synthesis of knowledge and understanding of theory, research and nursing concentration components from

coursework.

5§ The dissertation committee for each student will oversee the development and completion of the student's
dissertation. Upon successful defense and completion of the dissertation, the candidate will be awarded the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy at the next graduation ceremony.

Program Outcomes
By the completion of the Ph.D. program, graduates will be able to:

1. Develop self as a researcher with a foundation in caring science.

2. Evaluate theory-guided approaches to synthesize an evidence base that informs the development of caring
knowledge and practice.

3. Create research designs that honor the calls in nursing situations and integrate understanding gleaned from
complex patterns of knowing.

4. Demonstrate accountability as an ethical nurse researcher.

5. Integrate cultural humility into research methods, including study design, sample seleclion and data collection
plans.

6. Lead systematic inquiry that enhances nursing practice, improves healthcare delivery and contributes to nursing
science.

7. Analyze available technology and information systems for use in collaborative research.

8. Construct the foundation for a research program intended to promote well-being for a particular population within
the context of lifespan development.

9. Engage with colleagues living values expressive of caring in all endeavors, including ones where communities or
research scholars convene.

10. Design research that reflects value for human dignity and understanding of complex local, national and global
policies that affect the lives of populations of interest.

11. Establish a foundation for transforming complex healthcare systems through intra- and interdisciplinary research
informed by caring science.

12. Become an example of responsible stewardship by advancing the discipline through well-designed research,
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Bachelor of Science in Nursing to Doctor of Philosophy

The B.S.N. to Ph.D. program is an altemative pathway to the Doctor of Philosophy with Major in Nursing available for
highly qualified Bachelor of Science in Nursing graduates. The program is streamlined, allowing students to proceed
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to doctoral-level courses in theory research and policy without taking the traditional master's-level courses in these
areas.

Admission Requirements

All Ph.D. program admission requirements outlined previously are necessary with the exception of a master's degree
with major in Nursing. A bachelor's degree in Nursing from a program accredited by the Naticnal League for Nursing
or the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education is required. Transcripts must be sent to the University's Graduate
College as described in the Ph.D. program’s admission section.

The following are also required for admission to the B.S.N. to Ph.D. program:
1. GPA of 3.5 for the B.S.N. degree.

2. One reference letter from the baccalaureate program is required in addition to the others described in the Ph.D.
program's admission section.

3. Scholarly product from coursework completed at the B.S.N. level.

4. All other Ph.D. admission requirements must be met.

Degree Requirements (Changes effective fall 2018.)

The B.S.N. to Ph.D. program requires a minimum of 87 credits following the B.S.N. degree. One plan of study
prepares students for an educator role. Other role preparation, such as a holistic focus, is possible but may require
additional credits. The Nurse Practitioner concentration is not available to B.S.N. to Ph.D. students. Study plans will
be developed with direction from the student's faculty mentor and the Ph.D. coordinator.
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Doctor of Nursing Practice to Doctor of Philosophy

The D.N.P. to Ph.D. program is an alternative pathway to the Doctor of Philosophy with Major in Nursing available for
highly qualified Doctor of Nursing Practice graduates.

Admission Requirements

All Ph.D. program admission requirements cutlined previcusly are necessary. Additionally, a Doctor in Nursing
Practice degree with a Major in Nursing from a university or college of nursing program accredited by the National
League for Nursing or the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education is required. Transcripts must be sent to the
University's Graduate College as described in the Ph.D. program's admission section.

The following are also required for admission to the D.N.P. to Ph.D. program:
1. GPA of 3.5 for the D.N.P. degree.

2. One reference letter from the D.N.P. program is required in addition to cthers described in the Ph.D. program's
admission section.

3. Scholarly product from coursework completed at the D.N.P. level.

4. All other Ph.D. admission requirements must be met.

Degree Requirements

The D.N.P. to Ph.D. program requires a minimum of 60 credits following the D.N.P. degree. One plan of study
prepares students for an educator role. Other rcle preparation, such as a holistic focus, is possible but may require
additional credits. The Nurse Practitioner concentration is not available to D.N.P. to Ph.D. students. Study plans are
developed with direction from the student's faculty mentor and the Ph.D. coordinator.

The faculty in the College may recommend the Doctor of Philosophy with Major in Nursing degree when the student
has met the following requirements:

1. The candidate must complete 60 credits beyond the Doctor in Nursing Practice, to include at least 45 credits in

—

required and approved coursework and at least 15 credits of dissertation work.

2. The 45 credits of required and approved coursework prior to dissertation include 9 credits of theory core, 15 credits
of research core, § credits of advanced statistics beyond the required prerequisite course, 6 credits in the nursini
concentration core and doctoral seminars, 3 credits in cognate courses that complement the student's research focus
area, at least 90 research practicum hours, and 3 credits of doctoral pre-candidacy study.

3. D.N.P. candidates have the option to transfer in3 credits of coursework outside the discipline of nursing in
substitution Jor th ired cognate course. A course transcriptynust be submitted to the Ph.D. program department
for approval and an official transcript must be submitted to the Graduate College after obtaining departmental
approval for the transfer credits.

4..D.N.P. candidates have the option to challenge 6 credits for the courses identified in the cumiculum plan below.
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dissertation. Upon successful defense and completion of the dissertation, the candidate will be awarded the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy at the next graduation ceremony.

D.N.P. to Ph.D. Program Curriculum Plan
The following courses are required for the D.N.P. to Ph.D. program.
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Courses accepted for transfer, if applicable:
NGR 7118, Caring: An Essential Domain of Nursing Knowledge
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Note: Students pay a fee to challenge select courses by taking an examination or by writing a paper.

Note: Transfer students submit a transcript for evaluation and plan of study will be individualized.
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