
Frank T. Brogan spent over 

six years guiding and shap-

ing FAUôs future as its 

president. Amongst a multi-

tude of accomplishments 

during his presidency, his 

vision for achieving a sus-

tainable campus was of 

paramount significance. 

By becoming a signatory to 

the American College and 

University Presidentôs Cli-

mate Commitment Letter, 

he facilitated the University 

communityôs pledge to ef-

fect measurable and phi-

losophical change regard-

ing sustainability. 

Under his watch, efforts 

such as the ñTrayless Cafe-

teriaò program, building 

LEED-certified structures 

and the ñMove It Out, Donôt 

Throw It Outò initiative have 

been realized. The Mission 

Green Student Association 

(MGSA), a progeny of the 

Mission Green initiative, 

showcases the invaluable 

commitment of the student 

body to creating a more 

sustainable campus. 

Mr. Brogan left FAU in Sep-

tember to assume the role 

of chancellor of Floridaôs 

eleven public universities. 

Dr. John Pritchett, Chief 

Academic Officer (CAO), is 

serving as interim president.  

On Aug. 21, both he and 

then President Brogan met 

with the Campus Sustain-

ability Committee to empha-

size their continued support 

of Mission Green. 

FAUôs former president be-

gan by expressing pride in 

the Campus Sustainability 

Committeeôs success in 

transforming ideas and con-

cepts into ña real, organized 

effort that has translated to 

measurable action.ò He indi-

cated that news of these 

efforts have been far-

reaching, with the Board of 

Governors members in Talla-

hassee expressing their ad-

miration for the strides made 

at FAU regarding campus 

sustainability.  

Brogan emphasized that FAU 

should be a model to the 

broader community for solu-

tions and spoke to the polar-

izing effect of environmental 

issues.  

Brogan then ñpassed the ba-

tonò to Dr. Pritchett, indicat-

ing that the latter was neither 

new to the University nor to 

the effort in sustainability. Dr. 

Pritchett, in turn, expressed 

his full-fledged support of 

Mission Green. He stressed 

the ongoing nature of the 

effort indicating that, ñThis is 

something that cannot go 

away. We have to make that 

commitment to our students, 

to everyone who works for 

FAU and to the outside com-

munityò.  

The committee is excited 

about working with Dr. Pritch-

ett to continue FAUôs Mission 

Green endeavors. 
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The Mission Green Student Associa-

tion is the first FAU student organiza-

tion geared towards promoting sus-

tainable living and responsible stew-

ardship of the environment.  

The organization has made an indeli-

ble impact in engaging the FAU stu-

dent body of over 28,000 in its mis-

sion. From organizing beach clean-

up activities to re-organizing and im-

proving student housing's recycling 

program, the MGSA Board of Direc-

tors and members are working to-

wards creating a new vision of a sus-

tainable future for the University and 

surrounding communities.  

This yearôs participation in Green Fest 

is the biggest ever. According to 

MGSA President Alex Van Mecl, ñWe 

will be having numerous tables. First, 

we will be showcasing the organiza-

tion and the officers at hand. We will 

then offer activities and giveaways to 

students.ò 

The organization urges students to get 

involved in the mission and welcomes 

new members.  

Visit them online at  

www.fau.edu/mgsa   

or email 

GoMissionGreen@fau.edu   

Making a Campus Sustainable: 

Mission Green Student Association (MGSA) 

Making a Campus Sustainable:  

Climate Action Plan 

Come join us!  

When: Nov. 4  

Where: Greenway 

(BreezewayðBoca Raton)  

Time: 10am ï 2pm 

 

 

 

 

munity involvement.  

The plan is due in January 2010 to 

the Association for the Advancement 

of Sustainability in Higher Education 

(AASHE).                                                    

 

 

Making a Campus Sustainable:  

Green Fest on the Greenway 

FAUôs climate action plan is a road-

map for institutional and individual 

change regarding sustainability.  

It is a collaborative effort involving key 

units ranging from schools and col-

leges to the operational units based 

on the objectives outlined in the 

American College and University 

Presidentôs Climate Commitment. 

This plan identifies new strategies that 

should be implemented to effect this 

change as well as continuance or 

modification strategies for projects cur-

rently underway.   

Each strategy is assigned to units or 

groups as schemes for implementa-

tion, accompanied by timelines for 

completion and project monitors.  

Action items address areas such as 

program management, incorporation 

into academia, student participation, 

operations, communication and com-

Campus Sustainability Day is now 

Green Fest!  

November 4 will mark the 3rd annual 

day dedicated to celebrating sustain-

ability at FAU. From humble begin-

nings, the effort has evolved into a full 

day of activities including the Univer-

sity and surrounding communities.   

This yearôs celebration will turn the 

Boca Raton campusô Breezeway into 

a ñGreenwayò with booths, displays 

and activities. The fest will showcase 

FAUôs efforts in achieving a sustain-

able campus as well as vendors affili-

ated with FAU demonstrating their en-

vironmentally friendly practices and 

products. The Mission Green Student 

Association (MGSA) will be coordinat-

ing with non-profit groups to showcase 

their work as well. 

Other activities include ñHuman Pow-

ered Smoothie contestò hosted by stu-

dents of the College of Engineering 

and Computer Science and other ac-

tivities organized by the MGSA to en-

gage students in sustainability efforts.  

Plan  

Green!  
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Making a Campus Sustainable: 

Recycling in Student Housing 

Making a Campus Sustainable: 

Academics and Sustainable Food 

worked diligently to provide options 

that not only save you money but also 

save the environment.  

By visiting www.get2fau.com you may 

explore alternate means of transporta-

tion to any of FAUôs campuses as well 

view a variety of options available for 

inter-campus travel.    

Programs such as the Emergency 

Ride Home Program and the Carpool 

Matching Program make it easier to 

adopt alternative means of transport.  

The site also provides tools such as 

live traffic updates, discount pro-

grams, and travel cost calculators.  

www.get2fau.com   

Did you know that by commuting only 

15 miles to work in a vehicle that uses 

25 miles per gallon with gas priced at 

$3/gallon (average vehicle mainte-

nance cost included) your commuting 

bill could be close to $60 per month?  

Thatôs an annual cost of $720just to 

get to and from work!  

FAU, in partnership with South Florida 

Commuter Services, a commuter as-

sistance program under the Florida 

Department of Transportation, has 

Making a Campus Sustainable: 
Get2fau 

Bus, Tri -Rail, Tran, Shuttle, Bicycle, Walk, Carpool, 

Emergency Ride Home Program, Carpool Matching Program  

Dr. Edgar An, professor of engineer-

ing, decided to incorporate the Aca-

demic Service-Learning pedagogy for 

this semesterôs ñThe Fundamentals of 

Engineeringò course. To fulfill the re-

quirements of this teaching method ð 

coupling community service and in-

struction ð Dr. An proposed design-

ing a sustainable community garden 

on the Boca Raton campus as the 

class project.   

The project challenges each student 

to create a modular design that incor-

porates renewable resources of en-

ergy (such as solar, wind, water) and 

redundant supply systems to sustain 

the garden while making it aestheti-

cally pleasing. 

They are required to select the site, 

determine what should be grown and  

consider the infrastructure needed to 

support it.  

Dr. Anôs goal is to raise the students 

awareness of environmental issues, 

the effort involved in food production 

and the hidden costs and the benefits 

of locally grown food. 

ñIt is my hope that the students experi-

ence a realistic design process that 

has a real, meaningful purpose,ò he 

said.  

 

 

Earlier this year, the Department of 

Housing and Residential Life and the 

Mission Green Student Association 

(MGSA) formed a partnership to boost 

awareness of sustainable practices in 

the residential halls. 

After careful evaluation of current ac-

tivities and practices, recommenda-

tions were put forth by MGSA Presi-

dent Alex Van Mecl to effect change.   

Top priority was given to reforming the 

recycling program and by implement-

ing changes during the summer 

months, residential students were 

greeted with a more user-friendly sys-

tem this semester. 

Changes included uniform placement 

of recycle receptacles accompanied 

by educational posters along with sim-

plifying the recycled waste collection 

process into a single-stream recycling 

program.  

By performing outreach regarding the 

new process, the partners hope to 

foster ñgreenerò living within the 

dorms through a more environmen-

tally conscious group of students.  

 

Grow  

Green 



 

Making a Campus Sustainable: 

Make It Your Mission  

Making a Campus Sustainable: 

Mission Green Products 

Green Fest  

(Nov. 4) 

Al Gore Comes to Boca  

(Nov. 14) 

Campus Clean -Up Day 

(Nov. 4) 

Green Product Workshops  

Move-In/Out Days (Housing)  

Making a Campus Sustainable: 

Green Events 

  

Water Bottles  

Reusable Bags  

T-Shirts  

Stationery  

 

Reduce, Reuse,       

Recycle,        

MGSA Fall Activities  

Movie on the Lawn  

(Nov. 4) 

Dance Competition  

 (Nov. 19) 

General membership meetings  

Bi -monthly officer meetings  

Beach & campus clean up  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, visit  

www.fau.edu/missiongreen  

 or www.fau.edu/mgsa  
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Make your life Green:  

Change to compact fluorescent bulbs       Turn off lights 

Take shorter showers                                        Turn off computer 

Ride the bus or train    Carpool  

Donôt take what you canôt eat         Plant a garden  

Donate items, donôt throw out            Plant a tree 

Walk or ride your bike    Recycle 

Raise thermostat when not at home      Turn off ceiling fans 

Most importantly: VOLUNTEER!  

Looking  

For a  

Few  

Good  

Greenies!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-mail missiongreen@fau.edu      

to join!  



We will create a culture of sustainability 

at Florida Atlantic University, in which 

the entire FAU community is aware of, 

involved with and committed to advanc-

ing sustainability through education,   

operations and community engagement.  

Phone: 561-297-0197 

Fax: 561-297-0915 

E-mail: missiongreen@fau.edu 

Contact Us: 

Bldg 69, Rm. 104 

777 Glades Road, 

Boca Raton, FL 33431 

Visit us at 

www.fau.edu/missiongreen 

To submit articles for this project, send to :  

Sharlene Sookhoo 

Bldg 69, Rm. 112 

777 Glades Road 

Boca Raton, FL 33431 

ssookhoo@fau.edu 

Co-Chairs:  

 Azita Dashtaki  

 Shannon Clounts 

 

Sub-Committees:  

Academics and Research 

 Chair: Dr. Tobin Hindle 

Housing 

 Co-Chairs: Larry Faerman        

      Jill Eckardt 

Purchasing 

 Chair: Steve Saposnik 

Dining Services 

 Chair: Stacy Volnick 

Transportation 

 Chair: Jill Rosen 

Facilities and Operations 

 Chair: Lyn Forster 

Community Engagement 

 Chair: John Hardman 

 missiongreen@fau.edu  

Making a Campus Sustainable: 

Sustainability Committee 


